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February 2012

THE FIRST EDITION OF DESIGN DAYS DUBAI LAUNCHES
WITH AN OUTSTANDING LIST OF PARTICIPATING GALLERIES
& PATRON & SPONSOR SUPPORT
March 18|19|20|21

Emaar’s Downtown Dubai
March 2012 brings the inaugural edition of Design Days Dubai, the first fair in the Middle East and South Asia dedicated to collectible and limited edition design.
Held in partnership with the Dubai Culture & Arts Authority (Dubai Culture), the Emirate’s dedicated Authority for culture, arts, and heritage, Design Days Dubai is a forward-thinking concept that presents exclusive and limited edition furniture, objects and works by international designers. 
Bringing a fresh dimension to the region’s arts and design scene, Design Days Dubai aims to be a flagship regional design event and global forum for attracting leading international design galleries, collectors, designers, critics and curators. 
Design Days Dubai will be held from March 18-21, 2012 at a purpose-built venue in Downtown Dubai, the flagship development of Emaar Properties, and a leading centre for arts and culture. The venue is by the base of Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest building. The fair, along with world-renowned contemporary art fair Art Dubai, is an integral part of Art Week, a broad programme of cultural events taking place across the United Arab Emirates during the month of March.
“We are excited to present the first fair in the regionfocusing on rare and limited edition design,” says Cyril Zammit, Fair Director. “Dubai is established as the regional centre for contemporary art, and is a city known for its innovative approach to architecture: now is the perfect time to launch a major new event dedicated to contemporary design.
The 22 participating galleries represent some of the world’s top-tier galleries specializing in 20th and 21st century collectible design and serve as a testament to the Fair’s expectations to draw influential clients and collectors from the region and industry luminaries from around the world. "We are interested in expanding the gallery’s outreach into new markets and regions, this fair is a fantastic opportunity. We have recently had a lot of contact from collectors in the Middle East so there is a clearly a growing interest and we are excited to bring these works so that people can experience them firsthand" says Zesty Meyers, Principal of R 20th Century (New York).
Among the emerging galleries are Sao Paulo’s +Coletivo Amor de Madre and Seoul’s Croft gallery who have both chosen Design Days Dubai for their first showcase of work outside their respective countries. Says Olivia Yassudo Faria of +Coletivo Amor de Madre: “Last year, I had the opportunity to stopover in Dubai and I was immediately certain that it was the place for us to start our international enterprise. Dubai is a fantastic place and an open-minded market, willing to bet on new solutions, new material and ways of working and that is what +Coletivo Amor de Madre is about”.

Significant works and new pieces held by the vibrant roster of gallerieswill be presented at the Fair including design pieces by Jedd Novatt, Guy de Rougemont (Galerie Diane de Polignac, Paris); Joseph Walsh (Nilufar, Milan), Christian Astuguvieille (Franziska Kessler, Zurich), Tomás Alonso(Victor Hunt Designart Dealer, Brussels), Charles Kalpakian (Galerie BSL, Paris) and Vito Selma (Nakkash Gallery, Dubai).In a dedicated area there will be new interactive design installations by Dominic Harris (Priveekollektie, Heusden) and the Swarm light by Random International (Carpenters Workshop Gallery, London/Paris).

From the region, Beirut-based Carwan Gallery, winner of Wallpaper* magazine’s Best Design Award 2012, will present ‘Contemporary Perspectives in Middle Eastern Crafts,’ a groundbreaking project in which the gallery commissioned a selection of international designers to create a series of new, limited-edition objects in partnership with local artisans in the Middle East. Smogallery (Beirut) will exhibit entirelynew work from regional designers Nathalie Khayat, Karim Chaya, Raphael Charles, Najla El Zein, Celia Abou Arbid and Majd Bazerji. The fair will also hostthe premiere of Parisian Galerie Nationale’s new representative gallery in Dubai (in Al Serkal, March): the city’s first modern design gallery.

Alongside the galleries and installations there will be a public programme of educational seminars and hands-on workshopsled by international designers and experts aimed at contextualizing the gallery presentations and educating visitors.  The line-up includes talks by London-based architect, furniture designer and gallerist Rabih Hage on investing in design; a trends seminarwith world-renowned trend forecaster Li Edelkoort; a series of individual portfolio and mentor sessions for local design students with designer Nada Debs; and, a twice-daily series of interactiveworkshopsin which international designers will co-create with the fair’s visitors.
Design Days Dubai is committed to providing the next generation of design talent with a platform to show their work and engage and form partnerships with the international design community and has invited Tashkeel Dubai; American University of Sharjah/College of Art, Architecture and Design; Virginia Commonwealth University Qatar; and ECAL/University of Art and Design (Lausanne) and to showcase their young designers experimental work.
Design Days Dubai’s ambitious first edition would not be possible without the generous commitment of its sponsors and patrons.“We’ve worked extremely hard to secure the highest quality of content and to earn the whole-hearted support of our patrons and sponsors. For the fair’s inaugural year, we are delighted to have the patronage and support of some of the world’s leading names such as designers Humberto and Fernando Campana, award-winning Emirati design entrepreneur Rami Farook and Alexander von Vegesack, the Chairman of Vitra Design Museum and to have prestigious global design companies Van Cleef & Arpels, Audi, The Address Hotels + Resorts and Emaar as our headline sponsors. Van Cleef & Arpels will showcase its latest high jewellery collection “Bals de Légende” for the first time in the Middle East at the exhibition, highlighting its commitment to innovative craftsmanship and creation of unique pieces. The French Maison’s continuous dedication to creativity and magnificence offers a strong connection with design.
“With a fantastic list of galleries from all over the world and educational programme, we believe Design Days Dubai will quickly establish itself as a forum for exploring contemporary and historic design both in the region and globally and address the growing demand for investment choices in art and design.These things combined make for incredibly exciting starting point,” says Zammit.

SayHumberto and Fernando Campana: "The interest and commitment to culture in the Gulf is reflected by an unprecedented rise of galleries, artist spaces and museums, and will undoubtedly be an inspiration for artists. Design Days Dubai represents a seed, deeply planted in the Middle East, with a promising future ahead.” 
- ends -
NOTES TO EDITORS

ABOUT DESIGN DAYS DUBAI
The first design fair of its kind in the Middle East and South Asia, Design Days Dubai will be an annual event in the international art and design calendar attracting influential galleries, collectors, designers, critics and curators from around the world with its exclusive showcase of collectible and limited edition design and cultural and educational programme. 

Design Days Dubai is held in partnership with Dubai Culture & Arts Authority and will be located in Emaar’s Downtown Dubai - the city’s premium lifestyle community – by the base of the world’s tallest tower, Burj Khalifa, and a short walk from Address Hotels (where the fair’s launch event will be held), The Dubai Mall, the world’s largest shopping and entertainment destination that houses the region’s prime retail outlets, and some of the city’s best restaurants and nightlife.
For more information on Design Days Dubai, visit www.designdaysdubai.ae, www.facebook.com/designdaysdubai or follow us on Twitter @designdaysdubai
Press can pre-register online at http://designdaysdubai.ae/en/press
Participating Design Galleries

Carpenters Workshop Gallery, London/Paris
Carwan Gallery, Beirut
+Coletivo Amor de Madre, Sao Paulo

_Croft, Seoul
Franziska Kessler Gallery, Zurich
Galerie BSL, Paris
Galerie Diane de Polignac, Paris
Galerie Downtown François Laffanour, Paris
Galerie Nationale, Paris/Dubai
Gallery Seomi, Seoul
Mariam Al Nassar 20th Century Decorative Arts, UK/Kuwait
Nakkash Gallery, Dubai
Nilufar, Milan
Paola e Rossella Colombari, Milan
Priveekollektie, Heusden (The Netherlands)

R20th Century, New York
Sarah Myerscough Fine Art, London
Secondome, Rome

Smogallery, Beirut
Southern Guild, South Africa
Stilwerk Limited Edition Design Gallery, Hamburg
Victor Hunt Designart Dealer, Brussels
Design Institutions
Tashkeel, Dubai
American University of Sharjah/College of Art, Architecture and Design

Virginia Commonwealth University Qatar
ECAL/University of Art and Design 

List of Patrons

Fernando and HumbertoCampana, Designers, Brazil
Nada Debs, Designer, Lebanon
Li Edelkoort, Trend Forecaster, France
Rami Farook, Owner of Traffic Gallery and Design Collector, Dubai/UAE
Pierre Keller, Honorary Director of ECAL Lausanne, Switzerland
Jung-Yong Lee, Director ofGana Art Centre, Korea
Roger Mandle, Executive Director of Qatar Museums Authority,Qatar/UAE
PathyRajshree, Chairperson and Managing Director of Rajshree Sugars and Chemicals Limited, India
RanaSadik, Designer Collector, Kuwait/UAE
Alexander von Vegesack, Chairman of Vitra Design Museum, Germany and Director of Domaine de Boisbuchet, France
DESIGN DAYS DUBAI IS PRESENTED WITH THE FOLLOWING PARTNERS:

The Dubai Culture & Arts Authority: 

The Dubai Culture & Arts Authority (Dubai Culture) was launched on March 8, 2008 by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President & Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai. Dubai Culture plays a critical part in achieving the vision of the Dubai Strategic Plan 2015 of establishing the city as vibrant, global Arabian metropolis that shapes culture and arts in the region and the world. The organisation has announced several initiatives that strengthen the historic and modern cultural fabric of Dubai.

These include: Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Patrons of the Arts Awards: A first-of-its-kind regional initiative to honour patrons of the arts from around the world for their valuable support in encouraging and strengthening the cultural scene of the Emirate; Sikka Art Fair: An annual art fair aimed at promoting Emirati and local artists in the UAE; Dubai Festival for Youth Theatre: An annual festival that celebrates and fosters the art of theatre in the UAE; Dubai Next: To encourage and sponsor initiatives that contribute actively to the development of the cultural events and activities in Dubai. Recently, Dubai Culture showcased Dubai's aspirations in culture to an international audience at one of the world's most prestigious platforms, the Art Basel 39 art fair; The Holy Lands: A collaboration with the unique and creatively rich Reiss EngelhornMuseen of Mannheim to bring an exclusive collection of never before exhibited rare photographs to the region and more specifically Dubai.

About Van Cleef&Arpels

Van Cleef&Arpels was created in 1906 thanks to the love story between Alfred Van Cleef, the son of a diamond cutter, and Estelle Arpels, the daughter of a dealer in gemstones. Together, their two names have written some of the most beautiful chapters in the history. 

For Van Cleef&Arpels, jewellery is an art. Creations reveal a world of grace, arising from a fascinating universe of nature, a garden of Eden teeming with fairies, butterflies and lucky charms which set Van Cleef&Arpels in a special world apart. This bounteous universe of beauty, dreams and precious perfection, offers an invitation to see the Maison’s poetic vision of an enchanted world. For more information, visit www.vancleef-arpels.com.

About Audi

Audi was founded by August Horch in Zwickau, Germany, on July 16, 1909. He named the company Audi after the Latin translation of his surname (“hark!”). In 2011 the Audi Group delivered around 1,302,650 cars of the Audi brand to customers. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Gyor (Hungary), Changchun (China), Brussels (Belgium), Aurangabad (India) and Martorell (Spain). The Company is active in more than 100 markets around the globe and currently employs around 63,000 people worldwide. AUDI AG’s commitment to the Middle East region was confirmed through the foundation of its fully owned subsidiary, Audi Volkswagen Middle East FZE, in 2005. For more information, visit www.audi-me.com. 

About Emaar Properties PJSC

Emaar Properties PJSC, listed on the Dubai Financial Market, is a global property developer with a significant presence in key emerging markets in the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. Besides building residential and commercial properties, the company also has proven competencies in shopping malls & retail, hospitality & leisure and financial services sectors.

Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, and The Dubai Mall, the world’s largest shopping and entertainment destination, are some of Emaar’s trophy developments. In Saudi Arabia, Emaar is developing King Abdullah Economic City, the region's largest private sector-led project in Saudi Arabia, featuring a Sea Port, Central Business District, Industrial Zone, Educational Zone, Residential Communities and Resort District. Emaar recently launched its new wholly-owned subsidiary, Dawahi Development, a next-generation developer of ‘value housing’ projects within full-service community developments. For more information, visit www.emaar.com. 

About The Address Hotels + Resorts

The Address Hotels + Resorts, a five star premium hotel brand, sets an all-new definition for global standards in luxury hospitality. Creating a distinct positioning with the brand philosophy of ‘Where Life Happens’, The Address properties are situated in the most vibrant locations and target corporate, leisure and group travellers – particularly the international jetsetters and global high achievers who value personalised luxury. This modern brand focuses on a ‘one size fits one’ strategy where benefits to guests and service excellence are a priority. The expansion of The Address Hotels + Resorts includes key destinations in the Middle East and North Africa region, the Indian Subcontinent, Asia, Europe and America. For more information, visit www.theaddress.com.
 
About Art Week

Art Week, the umbrella initiative that includes Art Dubai, Design Days Dubai and Sikka, showcases the broad programme of cultural events taking place across the UAE and beyond in March 2012. Art Week positions the Gulf – regionally and internationally – as a place of artistic production and home to numerous cultural centres. From expansive new museum projects in Doha to the thriving Dubai gallery scene, from one-off happenings, projects and installations to festivals and fairs, Art Week serves to demonstrate the dynamism and progressive spirit at large throughout the Gulf’s cultural scene. Art Week actively encourages collaborations with art organisations, colleges, commercial galleries and non-commercial spaces, and helps to promote the UAE as the centre of the knowledge economy in the region, and as a home for the creative industries.
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For more information on Design Days Dubai, please contact:

International Press Contact Ciara Phillips: Ciara@ciaraphillips.co.uk / +44 (0)7584 902347
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